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and other current d^rt^K^SST' «oent trip to Imrope ' 
Mr. Merchant stated that th^S JretirTf^ + h!f^? i S m ? A 0eraRn 3 r M * *■!•. 
««d moat satisfying in tX ±Tta2«£2d htS-S 8 ^^^ ^ ""^ 
concerned that our ind their thinks !^. * f° d the fbrel 8 ft governments 

parallel lines. *nlnklng on the Qerman Issue was proceeding along 

Oaull. and Messrs. . Debro* «d oSt^i£SS In^i J *2 Parl8 ' * th 0eneral d « 
the Chancellor and Mr.^wHwSZa ££?ii *?* ^f°' M ' Spaak ' to Bonn > «**i 
were devoted to procedural 2^' JK * these di acuaaion Mr. Merchant said, 
Berlin. The draft replies had l?tv?l ^ « our replies to the Soviet note on 
ringed ^U^S^^^^rtSaJ:^ ^^^ * "«• «* th « 

f or Mssts a&tsactfs asr *■* s th *~~ 

connection that. the Woridne Qroim TS2 S! V So !j et8 ' w * anticipated In this 
weeks, would re.ua. iSSlS^i^u^ JSJZ?^ 'IT dttrin * th « *** *"° 
devote their work to the subatSJti?, ^HJtX^J^^u At that tlne th ^ ™"" 
^•?**d that the four We.?™^ **™ 

on the occasion of the NATO MeetSf SLfSrJSi?? 1 "S"^**"/ «••* together 
of the Working Group. It waaTssible £h£ tl ™ £ 0rd * r to r07iw the ™* 
"wantlms, namely around, the^lddlf of i£2 5* ^J**™ ■«* al.o meet in the 
Working Group*, deliberations: ' depondin * on **• progress of the 

Mr* Merchant said that as th* A^ fifl . Bj 
approximately Hay 10 would be tSJ^° r ? Wre lwar0 ' wa considered that 
Soviets. TherrS. r e,Tc ur.i nS^"**?. *T f ° r * ■"** with the 
such a meeting, they mlgh^/sTonT^ 8 **? ?" S °* ± * t8 would «»*■ 
they might l-^M^i^t^^rC^SJ^ 1 ^ ° f *"•««■*«■ 
date. In any case, -the ball was » In'tS^JS' 1 * 1 !!; the locatlon °* the 
paratlons were going forward o™ur"^ld£. ° OUrfc ' and Mc ««ary pre- 

the i sSr^ar 7 ^dVthose'w^h ItttftittZ? T" * ""'Wion by 
declaration maintaining our ■xEwTt? rtJS* J?{ - ,f Bll,g h±s trl P of th « December 
Berlin and our refusal to acclS a L£SJ^ ! 9 fJ ln ^ 0Ur **** <* access to 
Soviet authorities. WhSe^t^L fSjEi"? ° f J* 6 WR authorities for th. 
it was not admissible for on. ^J?SSt *° "**, «*««Sem.nts between collet ors, 
their rights and obligfSonTtftS iSS^S^S^ ^^ *° tr ™*" 

S^W *"-*» -—• the Secretary* 

the Soviets. There had beenlSrS ^S^ V ffS^ a f ° r "* ****** *"* 

Ration of Oermany by free *^£»^ 
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tart^«LS?.™' ,TOn, 2 Irt *° haw • f». ohoio. in partioiprtlng m ool- ~1 
Z£*t££S£2 r J2?*ZF llm **' M "»no« to th. Sortrt. MfUctlag th.tr oon- 

« hS^Si. to TSCTJffC-S, !■* bM 3 t b ^ «* *■* *• »«»»— 

«K.mH*r.-™JL ?I "* * tul ""loally aound and nrnd to aa«t onr own 

s^/^s'SisjH z^^-jm** -«—*»« *• Eur.*-** 

ion. to a*Sll£ ^2f.H2!*., !T tlM ' "oirmr, thrt a g«at deal oouXd b. 
**mmLin*}£; 4- ™£ 1 5 ro ™ < * M * P»opo««l. .lthout nffootlng their basic 

rbuTotSm* ™^TS e *^ dotjUod po.ltlon. and their presentation. 
JZi.UZllZ.li. ^J?* i" th * Preliminary phase and tho real work would ba 
wndartaken by th. Working Orowp In Paris at th. beginning of Sardh Peri. hL 

wa warTaoeordtaS^ SSf n™!^!!" ™ 0f the " " tor1 "- * «■ »•■• »«a, 
MIO nL! !!!!S ?^?L?r 1 ? g .? re ?' at fo nM 7 ■""»»• and wa frtt that th. oth.r 

star wuld d ^ d "-J - £ S^KX'W't. 

_..JS£" 8 f* d0 f Ul W ltt (*u*qr) aakad what th. Stat. Department's - M „_ 

von ne would rather not comment on this natter. Our line was that «. AmtZm*** 
to glre the most careful couBideration to all thoughJ^ro^sals Sbi^S 

£r£^^'l Pr ° POaala <" n0t -P^«t tS AS2n?»tSt 8 Snis %SZ£i 
Sng?es«? 7 present the views of the Democratic majority £ £e 

AmbassadorJJrewe (Germany) r.sked whether any decision had been takan r. 

Merchant replied that he expected that theae talks might go on here in Washing 
for on. or more sessions and then would probably shift to %££ whSe^e 

[Mr. Koht (Norway) asked whether MAC would be apprised of the results of the I 
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J£^ 8 «! °f* ltln « 8,l0y Planning. Mr. Merchant replied in the negative, saving -~~| 

l«££5£* l ??°? 8 i bllit3r of the thr8e P°" 8W » « d *■ «W not appear Job. an 
5X2^ JS**? J° r 0W T; ttfc v '1 M 'rt« to HAC. Ambassador Qrewe^Germaoy) re- 

e « w ^n?!!J ha f b I ttt ? d thftt BtlriB the * bnit y p *° d Imagination of certain 
iSTESX? 1° ""SP, 8 P ecul8tlV8 Tories, he thought that in ge^raTit 

thoSbf ifS! * e J *Sf S0Viet8 , * rt our «** P° 8iti0 » **«. He accordingly 
£S?2? * *" P r9fe » D l« *«> reserve comment. For that reason he hooedT the 

nlSZZFST Tt take u thiS P ° 8ltion **° 8CComt «* n * 2 SSiSd if 
we failed to deny stories that were obviously incorrect. 

wJS^!I d £ f lphaad , ( f ran ° e > ■*■*•* *hat the French Government had now given 
w^SrS p^MUed^S,^ 6 ^ t^^tion, at no matter *J£u52? 
i««t- ™ {E^2?,J°* talk to . ? e,ib * ra of tfa e Press with regard to the Berlin 
issue or the overall issue of Germany. »■*■**« 

ti„w b S!* d SS; Br0810 C J t8ly 2 refepred *o Mr. Merchantte statement about main- 
Jfi?2LXL W ? P^P 088 * 8 - He stated that he had observed in this connection 
^!lr r } OU8 * 0l8,Mttt8 of P*WLc opinion both in this country and abroad were now 
SE^Sf* th VP rtUnity of maintaining this -package", Cldf^tlL 
Se£ SS SLX«r i f ,P 2 er , C0,,,pliCftted b * «»-G*Z crisis, ^ereat in 19^ 
tate! wew £ ?££. W S TH : ; h a,PqPe,m 8eCUrtt3r ""> 0er] ™ ^iflcationi 
and aSi*2»Sri5^ ^T".*? 1 he Peace tr6ftty ' M wel1 as European security 
^SSS^^SSSi t * he J^ 888 ** accordingly wondered whethe? the sa«7 
package" proposals would be put forward again or would be subject to revision! 

^^TlSH^ I?^ 6 ? that the COfl P° 8 ition «nd presentation of the 19# pro- 
it Ss ££ Jl'K'S* 8 r8 - e3M f n « fclon * the Working Group. i£uE£T 

SLthout ^n^rta!^^ 

1S^ tat'h! Predi ^ ** thi8 ^ CtWe ^ 0ttr ^^ n-gotiating posttion 
Z^LSi 5£ !i ^l** T 7 mUCh 8tt ^ ri88d lf tft e ^lo events ofoTl9# 
proposals did not continue to constitute our negotiating position. 

fh .JJ: ? e S han i conc ^ed by saying that the press might be curious as to why 
Uli I Amb ff 8ad0 « had been meeting in the Department and suggested that iT 
reply to questlons,it be explained that the purpose of the meetinTwas ^^101- 
SfLSiJ T eflDg -, J ! th8 . N * T0 **■"■*» regarding the Secretary^eceSlrip 
U ZSV* I *, J °5 d be 88 f d that while * re P° rt tod ^^y been given "5*0, 
wt£ hS f^f! 1 !.*^ th8 if 888 ^^ of the HAIO countries ^residing iS Washington 
would be interested in getting a briefing firsthand. »«*»6won 



|jfr. Vigdennan briefed the Icelandic Ambassador on February 17 along the above linels. 
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